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Francois-Marie Banier

is livingproof that it
is possible to be a master of all
trades. Each time he has turned
his hand to a new career, acclaim
has quickly followed. The 60-
year-old Frenchman published the first
of seven novels at the age of 22; his 1991
photographic debut at the Pompidou
Centre broke all attendance records;
and these days his lively paintings
fetch $100,000 a pop. “And I never trained
to do anything,” he smiles. Banier makes
his media-hopping triumphs sound effort-
less, but back when he first decided to swap

his typewriter for a camera, the would-be
Renaissance Man met with strong resis-
tance. “After I had published my fifth novel
I went to Elle and asked if they wanted
me to take photographs of five women,”
he says. “They replied, ‘We aren’t inter-
ested in your photographs. Who do you
think you are?’ It was an arrogant thing
to say; and very French to think that I
was a nobody because I wasn’t known as
a photographer. It hurt me because the
man who had printed Cartier-Bresson’s
pictures for 20 years _‘had told me, ‘You
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